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NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Road Safety) [2.01 pm]: On Sunday, I launched National Road 
Safety Week in Kings Park alongside the Road Safety Commission, members of the Road Safety Council and 
other key stakeholders. The launch marked the start of what will be a busy week of events and activities that aim to 
highlight the devastating impact of road trauma in Western Australia and what we can do to reduce it. National Road 
Safety Week is an annual initiative that highlights the impact of road trauma and ways we can reduce and prevent 
deaths and serious injuries on our roads. National Road Safety Week was founded by Mr Peter Frazer, the president 
and founder of Safer Australian Roads and Highways, also known as SARAH, which he established in honour of 
his daughter, Sarah, and a tow truck driver who were both tragically killed when a truck sideswiped Sarah’s car 
that was stationary in an emergency breakdown lane on the Hume Highway in New South Wales in 2013. I recently 
had the pleasure of meeting with Mr Frazer and discussing what we can do on a local, state and national level to 
reduce the road toll and the impact of road trauma in Western Australia. I would like to thank Mr Frazer for taking 
the time to meet with me and for his tireless advocacy for National Road Safety Week. 
This week is a time to reflect and remember the 1 200 people who are killed and the nearly 44 000 people who are 
seriously injured on roads across Australia each year. Throughout Western Australia, many buildings and iconic 
landmarks will be lit up in yellow, including the traffic bridge in Mandurah, the Albany Town Hall and Town Square, 
the Koombana Bay footbridge in Bunbury, Optus Stadium, the Matagarup Bridge, police headquarters and the trees 
along Fraser Avenue in Kings Park. It is also a time for drivers and other road users to reflect on their own potentially 
risky behaviours and take the pledge to “drive so others survive”. 
In a WA first, a number of road safety projects were also awarded funding as part of National Road Safety Week. 
The National Resource Centre for Migrant Empowerment received $10 000 to improve awareness and understanding 
of road safety in the culturally and linguistically diverse local communities of Canning and Katanning. I am pleased 
to announce that next year Western Australia will host National Road Safety Week, which will mark its tenth 
anniversary in 2023. I look forward to seeing Western Australia host the week and showcase the great work that 
we are currently doing. I encourage members to engage with their local communities throughout the week on road 
safety and to join me in taking the pledge to drive so that others survive. 
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